THE  FIRST  GENTLEMAN  OF EUROPE
Portland was the nominal head. Parliament was duly
dissolved once more, and the King?s Speech on that
occasion was little more than a personal plea for a majority
for the new ministry. For what was to be the last time
it was proved once more that the King was a better judge
of the temper of the country than was the House of Com-
mons, and the Government was returned with a working
majority in spite of the violent opposition of the Whigs.
In spite of this personal and political triumph the King
suffered several shocks at this time, which probably had
much to do with precipitating, the final catastrophe. One
was the death of his favourite daughter. Princess Amelia,
and the other was the disgrace of the Duke of York. The
latter had proved an incompetent commander in the field
when called upon to face the armies of the French Revolu-
tion, but he had been a capable administrator, and it was
due to his foresight that conditions in the Army had been
improved without recourse to mutiny. Unfortunately,
his mistress, a Mrs. Clarke, had received bribes to procure
military appointments, and when his liaison with the lady
came to an end, she determined to avenge herself on her
late lover. Mrs. Clarke passed into the keeping of a
Colonel Wardle, M.P., who raised the whole business in
Parliament, basing his attack on the information with
which she had supplied him. In the end the House of
Commons acquitted the Duke not only of corruption but
of connivance at corruption: the majority in his favour,
however, was small, and he resigned. There was an
almost immediate reaction in the Duke's favour, for an
action was successfully brought against Colonel Wardle
by a firm of upholsterers who had furnished a house for
Mrs. Clarke by his orders in consideration of her services
in giving hostile evidence against her former lover.
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